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It is with great joy that I reflect on 
the full year of face-to-face teacher 
pupil learning that 2022 provided our 
community at Kambala. 
With the return of the full academic and co-curricular 
year we have lessened the use of phrases such as 
pivoting, remote learning and quarantine and replaced 
them with familiar terms such as recess, assembly and 
library time. And how very thankful we are.

Whilst we are not alone in recognising this turning 
point, we all know that the past couple of years 
have been historically challenging. Economic 
ambiguity with the possibility of a global recession, 
increasing antagonism between countries and 
faster development of technologies including the 
rise of cyber-crime are contributing to an uncertain 
future. McKinsey Global Institute’s latest strategic 
outlook report postulates that we are facing similar 
disruptions to the years following other seismic global 
events such World War II, the oil crisis of 1971–73 and 
the disaggregation of the Soviet Union. The unnerving 
combination of a global pandemic compounded 
by energy scarcity, rapid inflation and geopolitical 
tensions boiling over has people wondering what 
certainties are left. Today’s events might even feel like 
a cluster of earthquakes that is reshaping our world. 
Are we on the cusp of something new?

Working out how to respond to the current moment 
and the path ahead is complex and requires boldness. 
Will we see a new pattern of global economics and 
nationhood emerge and what does this mean for 
our students? You could be forgiven for thinking the 
imminent outlook is ominous, but I am optimistic for 
our future and for our community. A recent survey of 
young Australians comprehensively found that our 
young people are both ambitious and values driven. 
This is certainly true of Kambala students. 

In my conversations with our girls, I am constantly 
inspired by their intellectual curiosity, their hope for 
the future, their deep concern about sustainability 
and their desire to find careers that will enable 
them to make a difference, to live lives of impact. 
This guides the opportunities we are challenged to 
provide throughout their educational journey. Their 
teachers are challenged with the task of building 
their ability to be flexible and resilient. As the world 
continues into a new era of complexity, the purpose 
of education is more multifaceted than ever before. 
This is the challenge and the pleasure. 

Over the past 12 months Kambala has had the great 
privilege to work closely with the International 
Coalition of Girls’ Schools based in Virginia, USA.  
As a founding member, through their Global Forum 
in Boston, coalition podcasts and membership 
forums, we have been active in discussions 
around best practice on the education and 
healthy development of girls. We are united in our 
conviction that girls’ schools are more relevant 
today than ever before. The research is compelling. 
With a laser-like focus on developing curious 
and courageous young women, we continue to 
grow opportunities to participate in an array of 
collaborative and generative programs designed 
to elevate women’s leadership worldwide. Our 
alliances with other outstanding schools and pre-
eminent academic institutions enable us to educate 
and empower our students to be ethical, globally 
minded changemakers; to embrace challenge and 
innovation and to continue to take centre stage. 

In 2023 we will continue our work with Harvard 
University. We welcome Dr Ron Ritchhart, as our 
academic in residence. Dr Ritchhart’s research  
as a Senior Research Associate at Project Zero, 
Harvard Graduate School of Education focuses  
on understanding how to develop, nurture, 

REFLECTIONS
Ms Jane Danvers, Principal
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01/ Tivoli Forecourt

and sustain thoughtful learning environments for 
both students and teachers. His framework for 
understanding group culture, (Creating Cultures of 
Thinking), has been influential in shaping education 
in schools throughout the world. In the mid-year 
break, members of staff will travel to Harvard 
University to participate in their Graduate School of 
Education summer program to develop and enhance 
pedagogical approaches that respond to the diverse 
ways in which our students engage and learn and to 
explore how classrooms should adapt as teachers 
make thinking valued, visible and actively promoted.

01

Moving forward, we are committed to providing an 
outstanding educational offering that best prepares 
our students to thrive in a changing and complex 
future. We will learn from and contribute to the 
global discourse on best practice in girls’ education 
with a positive and optimistic outlook grounded in 
the Kambala vision: Inspired learning. Empowering 
young women of integrity.
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A NEW 
NORMAL
APPRECIATION OF 
CELEBRATIONS
Ms Katherine Mar, Head of Senior School 

Happy Birthday, Kambala! 
On Friday 21 October, the Senior School celebrated 
Kambala’s 135th Year. As a school, we walked down 
to the Rose Bay ferry and travelled together to 
Jeffrey Street Wharf. 

The weather was good to us and whilst cloudy,  
there was no sign of heavy rain to interrupt the 
day. There was a sense of excitement and great 
anticipation in the morning, and seeing the big Luna 
Park smile, students were not disappointed. Girls 
showed their courage and bravery in attempting 
the scariest rides! The day was filled with much 
squealing and screams of excitement as girls tried 
as many rides as possible. Attending in House sports 
uniforms, the day was a wonderful way for girls 
to mix in House groups and to share the day with 
girls in different year groups. A special thank you 
to our incoming Prefects, who gave yellow roses to 
members of our community and shop owners as  
we walked together down New South Head Road.

As summer approaches and we settle into the ‘new 
normal’ after COVID-19 lockdowns, it is with great 
hope and excitement that we return to enjoying 
sorely missed summer activities and events. There 
is a new appreciation for many of the things we 
once took for granted. Essential to student and staff 
wellbeing are the face-to-face interactions. Whilst 
some students thrived under remote learning, 
ultimately a Zoom screen is a barrier to forming 
bonds and connections. We have learnt that we  
have a greater resilience than we thought, and also 
that our community has enormous capacity and 
heart to support those around us through these  
difficult past few years.

Senior School has returned to normal school 
activities and we continue to support students as 
they return to managing more complex schedules. 

HSC and IB examinations were completed  
and Years 7 to 10 also completed their yearly 
examinations in Term 4. 

We encourage students to have open conversations 
with their teachers regarding their progress and to 
seek their help, as well as attend Help Sessions for 
additional support. I wish every student well as they 
complete another school year and look towards 
fresh horizons and set goals for new learning 
journeys in 2023.

01/ Thrill-seeking Kambala 
students riding the 
Sledgehammer at Luna Park 

02/ Kambala students presenting 
local business owners with a 
yellow rose in recognition of 
their continued support and to 
celebrate 135 years of Kambala

03/ Lucienne Cao and Iesha Gray 
enjoying the rides at Luna Park

02

03
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01/ ‘Cinema Under the Stars’ on the 
Tivoli Lawn

as we awaited the sun setting over Sydney Harbour 
and the movie to commence.

September saw our NAPLAN results return to the 
School and for our students. It was very affirming 
to see the students academic growth had not been 
stunted by the lockdown with impressive school 
averages in Year 3 and Year 5. Schools are about 
teaching and learning and so much more. It is 
pleasing to see our core business is well and truly  
in order.

Open Day allowed parents and carers across the 
Junior School a window into the ‘day in the life’ of a 
Kambala girl. Guests were thrilled to catch a glimpse 
of the teaching and learning that takes place each and 
every day for their daughters. The wet weather could 
not dampen the enthusiasm for crowds. From STEM 
Showcases to our Massie and Music Assemblies, 
parents marvelled at the array of daily opportunities 
on offer for their daughters.

Beyond our School gates the girls have worked with 
industry to support The School of St Jude in Tanzania 
through our annual House Spell-a-Thon. Year 4 
students have successfully gained access through 
their research in Science classes to a Woollahra 
Municipal Council Community Grant to build a native 
stingless bee garden. Year 5 contributed to the Our 
Big Kitchen initiative cooking meals for those who 
are homeless. The School will also support raising  
awareness for Anglicare’s Toys ‘n’ Tucker appeal.

And now ‘silly season’ is upon us. As we take time to 
connect and celebrate with our Prep Nativity, Massie 
Music Concerts, Year 6 Dinner, Junior School Carols 
on the Lawn and finally Kambala Speech Day, we 
reflect with thankful hearts that ‘we have made it’.

It has been powerful to spend time 
reflecting on all that has happened  
in our 135th year. 
Life this time last year was so very different.  
We were, one short year ago, emerging from a five 
month lockdown and awaiting the arrival of our  
14th Principal Ms Jane Danvers. Twelve months  
have passed and life is unimaginably different in a 
good way.

The year commenced with the necessary  
pandemic hoops to jump through but our hearts 
filled with gratitude as families and community 
members returned in record numbers for our 
beginning of the year ‘ice breaker’ cocktail party, 
leapfrogging COVID-19 in February and landing 
instead in early March.

Year 3 to Year 6 camps took place with a sense  
of gratitude as some students had not been away  
on their various ‘expeditions’ from Port Hacking  
to Milson Island and Colo River since 2019. Our 
Carnivals, be they Massie or EJ Watt, Swimming,  
Cross Country or Athletics, were back with the joy 
and excitement of our parent spectators to spur  
the girls on to compete against their personal best.

The SHINE Ball was celebrated by a significant 
contingent of Junior School parents, keen to 
reconnect. The ballroom of The Fullerton Hotel 
Sydney sparkled and that was just the dazzling  
array of outfits, eclipsed only by a spirit of goodwill 
and generosity.

2022 has very much been a year of growth and 
regeneration and fitting for this all to take place in 
our 135th year. The Junior School celebrated the 
School’s Birthday with the ‘Cinema Under the Stars’ 
experience. Food trucks lined the Tivoli Forecourt  
and Tivoli Lawn was awash with colourful bean bags 

TIME FOR 
REGENERATION 
AND GROWTH
Mr Stuart Coppin, Head of Junior School
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01/ Year 7 boarder, Layla Potts  
with Dudley

REBUILDING AND 
RECONNECTING 
OF COMMUNITY
Mrs Joanne Sarmiento,  
Director of Student Residential Life

many parts of Sydney with ferry trips to the city for 
The Rocks Market, bus trips to the city for Treasure 
Hunts, Holey Moley Golf Club putt putt golf, Bondi 
Beach, Paddington Markets with many more 
exciting places to explore. We were also fortunate 
to be invited to Luna Park for a Friday night social 
with many of the other Sydney boarding schools  
in attendance. An exciting night indeed!

What has really been wonderful to see is the 
extension of community through our boarders.  
An example of this is when day students visit the 
country during the holidays. It is so lovely to see 
friendships blossom beyond school. This has also 
been true for the parents of the boarders. Each 
year, parents of boarders come together to enjoy 
a weekend of friendship hosted in a country town 
of our boarding parents. This year, our boarding 
weekend was held in Young, the cherry capital of 
NSW. It was lovely to be hosted by the Cobcroft, 
Nuthall and Baldwin families. We especially 
enjoyed a number of puzzles in the beautiful 
gardens of Glencara including a lovely big maze 
after a wonderful lunch in the woolshed.

Another joy this year has been the engagement  
of our boarders in the School’s co-curricular 
and extra-curricular program. We have dancers, 
musicians and many sportswomen who have 
enjoyed the availability of these opportunities  
now that COVID-19 restrictions no longer exist.  
We have even enjoyed musicals with our 
neighbouring schools, The Scots College,  
Sydney Grammar School and Cranbrook School.

2022 has proven to be a year where we have 
embraced all that Kambala has to offer and we are 
grateful that our community can once again flourish 
and be the special part of Kambala that it has been 
for so many years.

We started the year in Boarding 
with a sense of the possibilities 
to come and cautious excitement 
as we approached the year with 
some restrictions in place but with 
an increasing ability to start doing 
activities together.
In boarding we have embarked on the strategy of 
rebuilding community. The past two years have  
had an impact on relationships and legacy building 
and we were very conscious that this was something 
that needed committed focus. We engaged the 
organisation Burn Bright to help us get to know  
each other and our new faces across our Houses. 
Having the ability to come together across 
cohorts was such a privilege after being forced by 
government regulations to remain separate as part 
of our COVID-19 protocols. What a joy! We worked 
together to think about our cheers and the type of 
boarding community we wanted to live in. We have 
also invited many new friends into boarding. 

We have enjoyed opening up our Houses to our 
teachers and our friends. We hosted a lovely High 
Tea as part of National Boarding Week and have had 
many of our teachers join us for dinner throughout 
the year, including Ms Danvers and her partner. One 
special visitor we have had on a regular basis has 
been Dudley. Dudley is looked after by our boarders 
three times a week and his ‘mum’ is our Director 
of Learning Enhancement. Boarders have really 
enjoyed playing with Dudley, as one of the hardest 
things about living away from home is missing our 
wonderful pet friends.

Venturing beyond our school gates also bought 
about joy. Our recreation program was able to 
leave the school and show our junior boarders 
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THE JOY OF 
LIVE MUSIC
Mr Mark Grandison, Director of Music

‘You never know what you’ve got ’til 
it’s gone’ is an aphorism, almost a 
cliché, paraphrased by musicians 
including Joni Mitchell and glam band 
Cinderella. But never has this been 
more appropriate for Kambala’s Music 
Department than in 2022. 
This year, after two years of COVID-19 induced 
uncertainty and a cessation of music making,  
we have returned to the visceral joys of performing  
to live audiences. 

Commencing the year with our first ‘normal’ Music 
Festival since 2019, albeit with masks in choral 
rehearsals, the Year 12s led their Houses to sing 
and play with equal portions of energy and finesse, 
such that it seemed this event had not lost a beat. 
Kambala’s indomitable spirit reigned triumphant!

Term 2 saw a return to our Music Galas in Alexander 
Hall, featuring ensembles across the junior and 
senior school, each with a genre focus. The choral 
evening charmed a full house as they delighted 
in the human warmth of girls singing again, with 
performances ranging from the enthusiasm of the 
Massie Choir to the sophistication of the Senior 
Madrigal Group. The eight concert and stage bands 
in our Bands Evening ‘blew away’ the audience 
with their performing passion. The Orchestral 
Evening began with the Senior Orchestra’s rendition 
of a challenging composition by Mr Grandison 
and concluded with all Junior and Senior Strings 
combined in a performance of the cancan. A more 
intimate performance experience was offered with 
the Guitar and Percussion Ensembles Evening, whilst 
the Rock Bands Evening revealed our girls in a very 
different guise as confident rockers, replete with 
flashing lights and smoke machine.

Term 3 featured our Year 11 and Year 12 Recitals 
Evenings, with the happy return of the Kambala-
Cranbrook School Soiree. Perhaps the highlight 
though was the inaugural Kabarett, starring 20 
talented and empowered singers and dancers in 
the Performance Theatre. The Term concluded with 
a grand Junior Open Day Concert that featured all 
our Junior co-curricular ensembles. It was during 
this Term that we witnessed the extraordinary Old 
Girl, Emily Su, lead the Australian Youth Orchestra 
through a complex and thrilling program of 
Romantic music in the Sydney Town Hall.

During Term 4 it was business as usual, and there  
will be no slackening of pace: Recital Evenings for 
Years 7 to 10, a book launch featuring our combined 
Senior Strings and some staff as solo performers, 
our Senior Choirs singing at St Andrew’s Cathedral 
Evensong, the Junior School Carols by Candlelight, 
and of course choral and orchestral performances  
at Speech Day.

2022 began as a rebuild, a making up for lost time 
and momentum, a re-establishing of student 
confidence in solo and ensemble performing.  
I think we, the students and staff, can proudly say 
‘mission accomplished’!
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01/ Rockband Flipside performing 
at the Term 2 Rock Bands 
Evening. Lily Tucker, Abbey 
Perkins and Cecilia Elliot 

02/ Zara Psirakis and Sophia Clyne 
performing a duet in the Term 2 
Choral Evening 

03/ Gabriella Gamerov playing 
oboe in the School Orchestra in 
the Annual Orchestral Evening 
in Term 2

04/ Junior String student playing in 
the Annual Orchestral Evening 
in Term 2

05/ Annie Geissler, Eloise Sinclair, 
Cecilia Elliot and Siena Williams 
performing Cell Block Tango in 
the Term 3 Kambala Kabarett 

01 04

05

02

03
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A battle between COVID-19 restrictions 
and a Kambala student’s tenacity saw a 
win for English student Rose Scarlis’ Major 
Work, which was selected for inclusion  
in the HSC Young Writers Showcase.
Refusing to let the COVID-19 restrictions impact 
upon the creation and completion of her English 
Extension 2 Major Work, Rose Scarlis (Year 12, 
HSC 2021) and her team of supporters mounted a 
mammoth guerilla operation to bring the creative 
script of the Podcast (sub category – Radio Drama) 
to a quality audio track by NESA’s deadline. 

Rose Scarlis’ English HSC Major Work received  
the rare honour of being nominated and selected 
to be published for the prestigious Young Writers 
Showcase for 2022, the collection of exemplary 
English Extension 2 Major Works from the 2021 
HSC. Rose was further honoured in being asked 
to be interviewed about her work and receive 
commendation at a ceremony at the State Library  
of NSW with the Education Minister. Rose’s work  
will also be part of the digital collection of the  
State Library of NSW.

Rose’s English Major Work utilises the dramatic and 
musical form to collapse the boundaries between 
the real and imaginary, following the rehearsal of an 
ensemble of actors as they prepare to perform a script 
that is supposedly a contemporary appropriation 
of Leo Tolstoy’s novella, The Kreutzer Sonata. Yet, 
the protagonist increasingly resists attempts to stifle 
her creative expression and eventually emerges 
unapologetically agentic.

To realise this work, Rose had to reimagine 
rehearsals with volunteer actors and extempore 
sound effects as well as compose and perform 
the score. We faced many uncertainties, sudden 

changes, limited windows of opportunity and strict 
social distancing requirements. Luckily, Rose’s 
determination inspired the incredible and adaptive 
creative team. This involved contorting around the 
strict social distancing measures that meant the 
actors came on site in individual time slots and 
never interacted or rehearsed live, placing great 
weight upon the compiling and editing process 
to ensure a clear narrative and a unified mise-en-
scène with textual integrity. These limits also saw 
Rose and Mrs Beaumont-Kennedy quickly learn one 
of Beethoven’s most difficult sonatas, to provide 
crucial musical components.

Ms Anna Messariti, Rose’s co-mentor, notes: “In an 
ideal world an opportunity to come together to read 
and record the work to allow the writer to ‘hear’ 
what happens when voices jump off the page. In 
this case, all we had was Zoom and a lot of distance 
between the actors, one of whom was in an LGA. 
Yet, the old theatre adage ‘the show must go on’ 
prevailed! ‘Team Kreutzer’ – the name we came to 
use to refer to ourselves.”

When asked what she was trying to achieve, Rose 
said: “I wanted to disrupt a male canon of literature 
that confines the female character and artist to a 
singular role. I chose to approach this in a multi-
disciplinary manner exploring literary, theatrical and 
musical theories to present the depth and range of 
the female artist.”

Through the doubling of roles and transitions 
between the diegetic space of the performance and 
the self-reflexive rehearsal space, a mise en abyme 
(parallel storyline within a story) is employed to 
highlight the tensions between authorial intent and 
interpretation that evolve. As the actress-protagonist 
re-writes the script, challenging the directorial 
decisions and broader narratives that seek to 

HSC YOUNG 
WRITERS 
SELECTION
Mrs Greta Beaumont-Kennedy,  
Assistant Head of English 

14



 THE SOUBEIRAN 15SUMMER 2022/23

01/ Rose Scarlis receiving the Young 
Writers Showcase 2022 award

confine her as an artist’s muse, she sits at the piano, 
poised ready to rewrite the narrative and the musical 
score (both composed and performed by the multi-
talented Rose herself).

As the dissonant and modern reinvention of 
Beethoven’s score haunts the space and overrides 
the musical expectations of the traditional sonata 
form, the voice-over of the protagonist narrates a 
free verse call to reclaim female artistic expression 
and resist the archetype of the muse and the 
dissembling Petrarchan blazon and sonnet form. 
An audible pen scratching out words on paper 
complements the final lines spoken, enabling a new 
narrative to emerge by disrupting linearity: ‘And now, 
to begin again. A proper reframing.’

We extend our immense gratitude to the actors 
who generously volunteered their time and 
expertise to assist in the development of this 
work. We particularly extend acknowledgement to 
Nigel Kelleway for his musical collaboration and 
dramaturgical guidance. Nigel was full of praise for 
the professionalism of Rose and the sophistication 
of her work, saying “Rose, with her enormous vision, 
generosity and eagerness…such attention to detail 
- everyone listening and responding. And all in 
incredibly difficult circumstances.”

We also wholeheartedly thank Nathan Barraclough, 
this simply would not have been possible to record, 
particularly given the innovative technology 
and software required to do some of the remote 
recording. The expertise and guidance from Nathan 
was immeasurable. 

Indeed, this Major Work was an exercise in 
adaptability, determination and hard work that 
demonstrated the power of aligning cross-curricular 
knowledge and skills to create a multifaceted and 
layered artistic work. Throughout the process, Rose 
demonstrated immense skill as a writer, dramaturge, 
director, performer, composer and editor.

ROSE’S REFLECTIONS ON THE PROCESS:

What was the most challenging part of recording  
and compiling your script?

“The most challenging part of this process was 
definitely recording my work, as was further 
complicated by COVID-19 restrictions. I am so 
grateful for the wonderful resources we had 
available to us at Kambala and to the volunteers 
who worked through these difficult restrictions 
with us.”

What was the most memorable moment? 

“Editing my major work over Zoom was very 
memorable. While it took many hours, it was so 
exciting to go back and hear what we had recorded 
and choose certain takes to create the auditory 
space that I had imagined.”

What would you say to Year 11 students who are 
considering undertaking English Extension 2? 

“I would encourage any Year 11 students who are 
considering EE2 to go for it – Kambala has the best 
mentors and resources to offer! It’s a subject with 
such great flexibility in that it allows you to explore 
pretty much any idea you could have.”

Listen to the Rose’s English Major Work via the  
QR Code below.
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FUTURE  
PROBLEM  
SOLVING 
NATIONAL FINALS 2022

Erin Dunn, Abby Friderich, Heidi Gerber  
and Temple Grant-Klar, Year 10 students  

During October, 30 Kambala girls 
from Years 8, 10 and 11 (making us the 
biggest FPS group) flew to Melbourne 
for the 2022 Future Problem Solving 
Nationals Competition.
Our team, consisting of Heidi, Erin, Abby and 
Temple, enjoyed meeting up with friends/making 
new ones, the theatre production that the Kambala 
girls saw after the competition, as well as, of course 
the competition itself and the fantastic effort of all 
the Kambala girls!

Our team enjoyed meeting other FPS students from 
around Australia. Abby and Heidi really enjoyed 
meeting Lilia (from Perth), who they’d met on a FPS 
Zoom in the lockdown last year. She was very lovely 
and super excited to meet us all in person! We also 
enjoyed talking to the other team in our competition 
room (from Illawarra Christian School, Wollongong) 
about their FPS experiences. Heidi and Erin also 
saw some friends (also from Wollongong) that they 
hadn’t seen for a number of years!

After completing the booklet and handing it in 
to be marked, our team had a quick lunch and 
immediately set to work to start preparing for the 
Presentation of Action Plan – where we act/sing  
(or in our case – rap ...) our chosen solution from 
the booklet and provide a scenario of how and why 
it will work. Abby and Erin started working on the 
song script while Heidi and Temple started making 
‘mining’ props. When it was time to perform, we did 
our best, yet (due to our over-enthusiasm,) we were 
one minute over and unfortunately lost a few points 
in the marking so we did not advance to the Senior 
division finals. The Year 11 Kambala team (including 
Laila and Sarah, Year 10), who also performed their 
action plan in our smaller group did make it to 
the finals, where they sung their iconic three-part 

harmonies, but similarly, a rendition of The Lorax, 
from the same team who we made friends with 
during the booklet completion, took first place.

Overall, the action plan presentation was a really 
enjoyable experience and a critical part of the 
problem solving process, as we got to see how our 
solutions could actually work in the future!

After the competition, we were fortunate enough  
to see a theatre production called Future Proof at 
the Arts Centre Melbourne. It was such an incredible 
show; we were blown away. The performance 
was abstract and everyone seemed to relate and 
find varied meanings from the show. We felt the 
performance touched on a lot of important issues 
such as climate change (specifically plastic use) 
and sexual assault. The production also had this 
undertone of existential crisis which was heightened 
by the dramatic music. We were on the edge of our 
seats – we couldn’t look away. Not only were the 
themes and execution of this performance brilliant, 
but the actors were so talented. The stage had these 
suspended ladders which the actors were weaving 
and flipping through the entire performance. 
The stamina! They all had circus and dance 
backgrounds. This visual element of the show really 
added to the appeal of the whole performance and 
was effective in capturing the audience’s attention. 
We are so grateful to have had the opportunity to 
attend this show.

We would love to thank all the coaches for helping 
us to reach the finals – Ms Mez, Katherine and Alice! 
We also wanted to give a shout out to the Kambala 
girls who placed in their competitions – Alana and 
Lyla (and their team) came first in MAGIC, Amelie and 
Cecilia (and team) came second and Laila and Sarah 
Wang (and team) came third. 
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01/ Madeleine Weissberger, Chloe 
Paleologos and Laura Janes 
from Year 8 FPS Nationals 2022

02/ Samara Bartholomew, Cecilia 
Wang and Francesca Somerville 
FPS National Finals 2022

03/ Sophie Regan, Sasha Laragy, 
Libei (Lisa) Wang and Emma 
Janes, Future Problem 
Solving National Senior GIPS 
Champions 2022

04/ Francesca Somerville and  
Cecilia Wang FPS National 
Finals Dinner 2022

05/ Cecilia Wang and Lyla Hyder 
with their MAGIC Medals FPS 
Nationals 2022

The Kambala Year 11 team placed fourth in the 
Senior Division GIPS (Allegra, Anabel, Zoe and 
Darcie), and the other Year 10 team (Sophie, 
Sasha, Libei (Lisa) and Emma) placed first in the 
Senior Division Competition (qualifying them for 
International Finals next June)! To all of the Year 8’s 
we want to say a massive congratulations – it is  
an incredible achievement to make it to the  
National Finals and especially in your first year.  
We can’t wait to see how you evolve as future 
problem solvers. We are so proud of them all, and 
the other teams who still qualified for Nationals –  
an amazing achievement from all of us! Go Kambala!
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01/ Year 10 shows off their cake 
decorating skills during an 
evening activity session at their 
Outdoor Education Experience 
held in September at Arrawarra, 
northern NSW

02/ Left to right: Year 8 Mentors,  
Ms Johnston and Miss Chen 
cooking meals for rough 
sleepers at the Year 8 Service 
Learning Day

03/ Polly, Araminta, Hilary and  
Emma with their finished  
sock puppets that will go to  
the children of women in 
sheltered accommodation

04/ Year 8 working with Kids Giving 
Back to prepare meals as 
part of their Service Learning 
Experience

05/ Year 10 enjoys a sunset beach 
walk after a day of water sports 
during their Outdoor Education 
Experience in Arrawarra

06/ Excited for a week of Outdoor 
Education activities are Year 
10 students (L-R), Heidi Gerber, 
Emma Janes, Sophie Regan 
and Summer Neeham

07/ Surf is up! Year 7 students 
Charlotte Harris, Margot 
Hindmarsh and Neve Mortimer 
take to the surf during the Year 7 
Outdoor Education Experience

08/ Year 7 students participated in 
a cultural session where they 
experienced a variety of local 
Indigenous customs, including 
learning about native plants 
and how to light a fire using 
sticks and kindle during their 
Outdoor Education Experience 
in May 2022

In the 2022 Winter Issue of this magazine, Director  
of Students, Mr Andrew Taylor wrote about our 
School values of Humanity, Courage, Curiosity and 
Respect and how these are reflected in our ethos 
and everyday relationships. It is also these values 
that underpin the experiential and service learning 
experiences that are on offer to students in the 
Senior School. Each experience aims to strengthen 
the connection that students have with the School 
values, and supports members of our School and 
the broader community. To date, there have been 
an array of activities and experiences on offer to 
students in Years 7 to 11. We are so grateful to have 
been able to run these in 2022 after the global 
pandemic prevented many of these taking place 
over the past two years.

There is significant research on the benefits of 
students being involved in experiential learning 
activities where they are challenged in a supportive 
and safe environment. Collaboration, physical 
fitness, resilience, determination, self-management, 
positive relationships, growth mindset and creative 
problem solving as well as developing community 
and environmental connections are some of the 
meaningful outcomes that our program aims to foster. 
Above all, the focus of each activity and experience is 
on having fun, making memories and strengthening 
friendships. Never before as a community have we 
been so thankful for the opportunity to engage with 
these opportunities and further develop connections 
between students and beyond the School gates.

In 2022 we are back! Listed below are some of the 
experiential and service learning experiences that 
have been successfully participated in. We are so 
grateful and fortunate to be ‘back to normal’ and 
look forward to even more opportunities to SHINE 
in 2023 and beyond! 

Year 7: Curiosity and Challenge Day, Year 7 Outdoor 
Education Experience and the Fluro Fun Night.

Year 8: Service Learning Activity Days and Outdoor 
Education Experience. 

Year 9: Red Earth Cultural Experience, Service 
Learning Activity Day and Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award.

Year 10: Outdoor Education Experience, Urban 
Challenge, Preparedness Program, Community and 
Connection Day, Silver Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.

Year 11: Leadership Retreat, Urban Challenge,  
Silver and Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.

Year 12: Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.

OUR SCHOOL 
VALUES 
ADVENTURE AND 
EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING
Ms Julie Laytham, Experiential and Service 
Learning Coordinator

08
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01/ Seen here as the Time Capsule 
was placed in the wall of Tivoli 
on 7 December 1977. Left 
to right: Mr J K Bain, Miss E 
Campbell, Lady Street, Miss J 
D Gibbons, Miss F Hawthorne, 
The Hon Sir Laurence Street 
and Miss P Cockburn

IN MEMORIAM: 
JAMES (JIM) 
KEITH BAIN
1 OCTOBER 1929–9 SEPTEMBER 2022

Donna (Kelly) Kelly-Smith ‘78, Kambala Old 
Girls Relations Manager with Margot Bain ‘76 

Jim Bain is probably more widely 
known as a visionary in the financial 
world, developing the automation  
of the Australian Stock Exchange  
and acting as its Chairman, than as  
a lifelong supporter and benefactor  
of Kambala. 
But Kambala was lucky to be on his radar early on  
in his career because his wife Janette (King) Bain ‘54 
known as Netsy, was a proud Kambala Old Girl.

During the 70s when Jim and Netsy’s only daughter 
Margot was still a student in the Senior School, Jim 
Bain gave tremendous contributions both of his time 
and financially towards the development of Kambala, 
acting as President of the School Council in the 1970s 
during the era of Principal Miss Joyce Gibbons.

His Endeavour Project initiative in the 1970s was 
instrumental in helping Kambala to expand and 
upgrade the School’s facilities such as the Library, 
Swimming Pool Complex, Music Department, 
Classrooms and the Assembly Hall.

In the early 2000s the Bains made a significant 
financial contribution to Kambala for the Bain 
Library upgrade.

Dedicated to his family and friends and a life-long 
supporter of Kambala, our School community 
remembers and celebrates the wonderful life of  
Jim Bain and his invaluable legacy at Kambala.

Jim’s wife Janette (King) Bain ‘54, daughter  
Margot Bain ‘76 and grand-daughters Georgie 
(Lewin) Earl ‘02, Holly (Lewin) D’Elia ‘04, Annie 
(Lewin) Farrington ‘07 and Antonia Lewin ‘12 are  
all proud Kambala Old Girls.

01
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THE SHINE 
BALL 2022

On Saturday 6 September 2022  
the Kambala community came 
together to celebrate a significant 
milestone in Kambala’s history,  
135 years of outstanding education.
A special thank you to the Kambala Parents’ 
Association and in particular KPA President Nicole 
O’Neil, KPA Vice President Coreena Cochineas and 
Allison Cratchley.  

Thank you also to the families who generously 
supported the night’s fundraising efforts through  
the donation of items for the live and online auction.

The SHINE Ball 2022 was a huge success with the 
funds raised contributing to a series of minor works 
needed at the School. 

Images by Mark Morffew – markmorffewstudios.com

http://markmorffewstudios.com






794 New South Head Road, Rose Bay NSW 2029
02 9388 6888   |   kogu@kambala.nsw.edu.au   |   kogu.kambala.nsw.edu.au

STAY CONNECTED
Update or register your contact details using  

one of the below methods:

1 ONLINE

Visit kogu.kambala.nsw.edu.au

Go to ‘Your Account’ and register or login using your name

2 PHONE

Call us on 02 9388 6888

3 EMAIL

Email us at kogu@kambala.nsw.edu.au  
 with your name, cohort year, maiden name (if applicable)  

and postal address details 

4 LINKEDIN

Add Kambala to the education section of your LinkedIn Profile  
and join our LinkedIn group at linkedin.com/groups/5118542

CONNECT WITH US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

@kambalaoldgirls

mailto:kogu%40kambala.nsw.edu.au?subject=
http://kogu.kambala.nsw.edu.au
http://kogu.kambala.nsw.edu.au
mailto:kogu%40kambala.nsw.edu.au%20?subject=
http://linkedin.com/groups/5118542
https://www.linkedin.com/school/kambala/
https://www.facebook.com/KambalaOldGirls
https://www.instagram.com/kambalaoldgirls/
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PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT
Jane Poole ‘79, KOGU President

As we draw to the end of 2022, and 
reflect on the year, I am delighted to 
report that we have had a full year of 
connecting and celebrating across  
our Old Girl community face-to-face. 
I have also loved hearing of so many informal 
gatherings of Old Girls, weekends away, dinners  
out and special get togethers, the strong theme 
I hear regularly is the appreciation of the long-
standing friendships and support engendered 
during time at Kambala.

One of the hallmarks in our calendar is the Vintage 
Lunch, for those Old Girls who left school 50 years 
ago or more. This event is always full of warmth, 
camaraderie and lots of fun, and 2022 was no 
exception as we made up for having to cancel the 
event in 2020 and 2021. We welcomed three cohorts 
from 1969, 1970 and 1971 graduating years.  
We were also excited to support gatherings of  
Old Girls in London and New York in September. 
 It was great to see women from all generations 
come together and share their experiences.  
Another event I would like to highlight is the 
wonderful evening held in November in the  
Music Performance Theatre by acclaimed pianist 
Sarah Grunstein ‘75. Sarah is an internationally 
renowned musician based in New York City and 
regularly performs at the Sydney Opera House.  
We were treated to a superb performance by Sarah 
accompanied by her passionate explanation of the 
pieces, a privilege for all those attending.

KOG continues to focus on providing early  
career opportunities for our younger Old Girls 
and we are thrilled that Sonja Lin ‘19 and Maddy 
Falkiner ‘16 will be heading off to New York in 
2023 to undertake a Linden Fellowship under the 
mentorship and guidance of Kambala Old Girl 

Josephine (Brazil) Linden (AM) ‘69, Linden Global 
Strategies. Sonja and Maddy will join a growing 
cohort of outstanding young women who have been 
awarded a Linden Fellowship, a group who actively 
supports and encourages each other as they achieve 
their career goals. The KOG Internship Program 
is offering 11 internship opportunities in 2023 for 
KOG undergraduates and recent graduates. We are 
extremely appreciative of the support the broader 
Kambala community provides in offering these 
unique opportunities to our younger Old Girls.

2022 has been a very special year for Kambala, 
celebrating 135 Years. In recognition of this 
milestone and wanting to provide an enduring gift 
to the School, Kambala Old Girls are delighted to 
have commissioned a beautiful sculptural artwork 
by renowned artist, Donna Marcus. The artwork will 
be positioned in the Tivoli Forecourt, the sculpture 
with its depth of story linked to Kambala’s history 
and future is bound to inspire students and the 
community for many years to come. We are indebted 
to the guidance of Old Girls Sally (Dan) Dan-Cuthbert 
‘85 and Libby Knott ‘88 in the commissioning of this 
work on behalf of the Kambala Old Girls. Further 
information on the artwork is in this edition.

Finally, on behalf of the KOGU Committee I’d like 
to warmly welcome the 2022 cohort our newest 
Old Girls and I look forward to seeing many of you 
throughout 2023.



ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING NOTICE 2023
Notice is given pursuant to the constitution of the association of the Kambala Old 
Girls’ Union Incorporated that the 126th Annual General Meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, 15 February 2023 at 6.30pm in the Tivoli Drawing Room.

Nominations are sought for the following positions on the Committee of the 
Association for 2023: 

 » President

 » Vice President (2)

 » Secretary

 » Treasurer

 » Committee Members (10).

Nominations must be in writing and delivered to the Secretary of the Association 
or the Chairperson of AGM at any time prior to commencement of voting for 
election of the Committee at the AGM.   

Nominations are also sought for Kambala School Council Nominees (2). These 
nominations must be in writing and must be delivered to the secretary of the 
Association at least 14 days before the date of the AGM.  Any serving Kambala 
School Council Nominee who wishes to renominate as a Kambala School 
Council Nominee must deliver written notice of such intention to the Secretary 
of the Association at least 28 days before the AGM. Nominations for Kambala 
School Council Nominees are to be sent to Darya Moskalenko, KOGU Secretary, 
794 New South Head Road, Rose Bay NSW 2029.

Items of business will include: Committee reports on the activities of the 
Association, election of the 2023 Committee Positions for the Association, 
election of the 2023 Kambala School Council Nominees, annual financial  
and other financial reports and statements for year ended 31 December 2022, 
and any other business.

All enquiries should be made to the Secretary Kambala Old Girls’ Union Inc. 
(KOGU Inc.)

Darya Moskalenko 
KOGU Inc. 
794 New South Head Road 
Rose Bay NSW 2029 
kogu@kambala.nsw.edu.au

mailto:kogu%40kambala.nsw.edu.au?subject=
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01/ Donna Marcus in her studio. 
Photo by Marian Drew 
mariandrew.com.au

02/ Donna Marcus. Photo via 
donnamarcus.com.au

To commemorate the 135th 
birthday of the School, KOGU has 
commissioned renowned sculptor 
Donna Marcus to create a symbolic 
work for the School which will be 
unveiled in February 2023.
Two leading art advisors, Sally (Dan) Dan-Cuthbert 
‘85 and Libby Knott ‘88, assisted the KOGU Arts 
Committee by conducting a national search for an 
established female Australian artist who specialises 
in public art, and who could create a long-lasting 
legacy for the School.

The selected artist, Donna Marcus – whose work 
has been exhibited nationally and internationally 
and is held in many private and public collections 
– worked closely with the art advisors, KOGU 
and Jane Danvers, to create Stride. Donna spent 
hours trawling through the Kambala archives with 
archivist Laura Carmichael. She was inspired by the 
many achievements of our Old Girls, particularly 
in aviation, and this shone through in the layers 
of storytelling in her final work. Stride talks to the 
School’s history and future, the commitment to 
STEM, and the extraordinary achievements that  
can be seen in our Old Girls network.

Stride will not only be aesthetically beautiful 
but provide stimulation to students of all years 
to enhance academic thinking and rigour, with 
integrated educational components planned  
for the Visual Arts curriculum.

This significant work will be installed in the Tivoli 
Forecourt and will provide girls with a visual 
encapsulation of Kambala’s history and future.

FEATURE 
ARTIST: 
DONNA 
MARCUS

02

https://www.mariandrew.com.au/
http://donnamarcus.com.au
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MASSIE DAYS 
MEMORIES OF HAPPY 
DAYS AT MASSIE HOUSE 
Interview with Tim Mahony  
(Massie House 1971–72)

Donna (Kelly) Kelly-Smith ‘78,  
Kambala Old Girls Relations Manager

From an early age, Tim Mahony knew 
he would be going to Massie House 
and become an Old Collegian of 
Kambala like his mother and sister!
Tim’s mother Janice (Burchall) Mahony began a long 
family association with Kambala. She had attended 
Kambala, was Dux of the School in 1951 and a proud 
Kambala girl. As a young mother she was fortunate 
to live around the corner with her young family so 
sent Tim to Massie House in 1971 and he stayed 
until he left in December 1972 and moved to The 
Scots College Preparatory School. In fact most of the 
young boys and girls living around Coolong Road 
seemed to attend.

We recently interviewed Tim to find out about  
those days. He recalls them as happy times, making 
new neighbourhood friends like Rob Lance (who 
was best man at Tim’s wedding many years later). 
The bonds of friendship in Massie House obviously 
run deep.

In those days Massie House was located on the 
waterfront in Vaucluse Bay, which was later sold 
to the Earl of Portarlington/the Dawson-Damer 
family. In the carefree days of the 70s, the children 
happily played in the house and gardens, oblivious 
to their majestic waterfront surroundings.

Tim and his friends recall the house as a little old 
and in some places a little pokey, with small rooms 
and a couple of large rooms (for a five-year-old) 
which served for assemblies, parties and plays. 
However the harbour front views on the edge of 
Vaucluse Bay were certainly not taken advantage of.

There was a side back door which led out to an  
old cement staircase. If small shoes safely navigated  
the stairs, they were rewarded with a large green 
lawn sloping quite heavily down to meet a low 

sandstone wall. Running the width of the School 
between the lawn’s edge and the lazily lapping 
waters of Vaucluse Bay, this was a small boy’s  
dream adventure.

Just one problem. Strict rules. Never go near  
the wall. 

A hard ask for adventurous souls who just wanted to 
take a peek over the top of that illustrious forbidden 
barrier. Needless to say, not naming names but Tim 
was ‘aware’ that ‘some’ little boys not only went near 
the wall, they actually scaled it and were rewarded 
with the sand and waters of Sydney Harbour on the 
deep dark side!

Tim has fond memories of a lovely bubbly teacher 
who wore mismatching and different coloured 
stockings on each leg, a different ‘pair’ each day of 
the week. However another teacher provided the 
most serious and embarrassing punishment of the 
times, sitting on the hands of those who fidget, of 
which Tim and his friend Rob were frequently guilty.

He recalled that there was always warm milk left out 
in the sun for them to drink and was thankful when 
the Federal Government abandoned the school 
policies of providing free milk at lunchtimes. The 
teachers would also read stories to them every day 
and on birthdays there were cakes and parties and 
at Christmas time a Nativity pageant.

Tim peaked in his career as an actor very early on at 
the Massie House Christmas pageant. He was cast in 
a major role as Joseph but his stage career would be 
short-lived. To the utter horror and astonishment of 
the packed house and gasps of mortification from 
all the children, ‘Joseph’ somehow managed to drop 
baby Jesus on his head. The show went on and baby 
Jesus was resurrected unlike Tims acting career, the 
following year he was cast as a tree, backstage left.
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01/ Children enjoy group games

02/ The Massie House Library

03/ Listening to a story

04/ The playground overlooking 
Vaucluse Bay

05/ Massie House, Coolong Road, 
Vaucluse
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Tim recalls his teacher reading story books to them 
and that he brought lunch from home, generally a 
basic Vegemite or peanut butter sandwich and a 
piece of fruit.

These are such happy memories of a little boy 
playing with his neighbourhood friends and 
associating Massie House with an idyllic childhood. 

Many thanks Tim for calling into Kambala to meet 
with us when you were visiting from Perth and for 
allowing us to write up this story about your special 
time as a boy at Kambala’s Massie House.



SAVE THE DATE
Sunday 12 March 2023

6.00pm to 9.00pm

CLASS OF 1973
50 YEAR REUNION

Club Rose Bay
1 Vickery Ave, Rose Bay

For more information please contact:

Georgia (Svolos) Sourris 
gsourris@hotmail.com

Madeline (Freeman) Somers 
somersmadeline@gmail.com
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40 YEAR 1982 REUNION

The celebrations to mark 40 years for the Class 
of 1982 cohort commenced on a rainy Saturday 
night at the Woollahra Hotel. On Sunday morning, 
almost half the cohort met back at Kambala for an 
extensive tour of the School. This was followed by 
the main reunion event held at the Bondi Trattoria, 
where 39 girls enjoyed a delicious lunch and spent 
the wet afternoon catching up and reminiscing 
about old times.

We asked a few people about their recollections  
of their time at Kambala:
 » There were strong and fond memories of the  

Year 12 Common Room

 » Tanning legs on the terrace

 » Instant powder coffee and food in the fridge

 » Diets in Year 12 – the Israeli army diet was all the 
rage. Toffee days and no canteen

 » Other recollections are the Hunter Valley 
excursion, boarders yellow uniforms, toast  
and peanut butter, Oklahoma!, hymn books 

Many thanks to the terrific team effort of the 
organising committee for the Class of ‘82 Reunion 
this year: Dr Nicky (Breuer) McWilliam, Pam (Kelly) 
Koster, Robyn Pakula, Jody Newhouse , Belinda 
Cassidy and Dani Bence who helped to track down 
contact details. Together we have had a lot of fun 
and it has been lovely to reconnect over the year 
while organising this reunion weekend. Finally,  
I think as a group we all look pretty good for nearly 
60 and it is wonderful for us all to be here to renew 
friendships and reminisce together.

60 YEAR 1962 REUNION

Twenty seven enthusiastic Kambala girls from 
the 1962 cohort assembled for lunch at The Royal 
Sydney Golf Club on Friday 21 October. 

Some had travelled from interstate or remained in 
Sydney from overseas, while two others just missed 
the reunion yet are visiting Sydney very soon.  
We remembered those who were not present and 
celebrated that so many of us could gather for  
good fellowship, much laughter and so many  
stories of years past. 

Two boarders were thrilled to be treated to an 
extensive tour of Tivoli before lunch and were 
surprised to see that the basin room is now a sitting 
room! There were questions such as, “Has anyone 
heard from ...” “Does anyone know where ... is now?”

One definite decision was made that we should 
gather more frequently! 

CLASS 
REUNIONS
Carolyn (Coombes) Williams ‘62,  
Dr Nicky (Breuer) McWilliam ‘82  
and Pam (Kelly) Koster ‘82

mailto:gsourris%40hotmail.com%20?subject=
mailto:somersmadeline%40gmail.com?subject=
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01/ Class of 1982 enjoying a 
reunion luncheon at Bondi 
Trattoria, Bondi Beach

02/ Class of 1982 Reunion 
Committee. Left to Right:  
Robyn Pakula, Belinda Cassidy, 
Pam (Kelly) Koster,  
Jody Newhouse, Dr Nicky 
(Breuer) McWilliam

03/ Left to right – standing: 
Elizabeth (Corlette) Stone, 
Elizabeth (Vine) Bors,  
Anne (Erdely) Slade,  
Prue (Lloyd) Brunninghausen, 
Cherie (Diamond) Lesnie, 
Prudence (Walter) Layton, 
Helen (Bursill) Horsfield, 
Margaret (Mullin) Smythe, 
Wendy (Goldman) Newrick, 
Elisabeth Knight, Jill Stewart, 
Susan (Wallis) Steggall,  
Sandra (Todrin) Squires,  
Susan (Campbell) Williams, 
Robin (Eaton) Tabrett,  
Carole (Storey) McEnnally,  
Alma (Moses) Goldman,  
Juliet (Quinn) Maquire,  
Louise Burney, Yvonne White, 
Mary (Vandervord) Gurner and 
Jewell Jacobs Owen. Seated: 
Marianne (Mackey) Cremin, 
Dianne (Goldsmith) Miegel, 
Carolyn (Coombes) Williams, 
Carolyn (Young) Shannon and 
Toni (Jacoby) Frank

04/ Elizabeth (Corlette) Stone  
and Elisabeth Knight

05/ Prue (Lloyd) Brunninghausen 
with Class of ‘62 Reunion 
organiser Carolyn  
(Coombes) Williams and  
Anne (Erdely) Slade

06/ Helen (Bursill) Horsfield and 
Prudence (Walter) Layton
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01/ Chaanah Crichton ‘04,  
Shaun Cunningham and  
Skye Cunningham

02/ Annie (Lewin) Farrington ‘07 
and great grandmother Netsy 
(King) Bain ‘54 with Tommy. 
Annie is the daughter of Old Girl 
Margot Bain ‘76

BIRTHS

Chaanah Crichton ‘04 and her husband, Shaun 
Cunningham, recently welcomed a baby girl, 
Skye Bauhinia Cunningham, born 20 May 2022. 
They named her after the beautiful Isle of Skye in 
Scotland, based on their Scottish ancestry, and 
Bauhinia after Hong Kong, where Chaanah grew up. 

Annabelle (Lewin) Farrington ‘07 and Dave 
Farrington celebrate the arrival of their third baby, 
Thomas Hamilton Farrington on 9 May 2022, a  
baby brother to Henry and Isabelle. 

Anna (Coles) Secombe ‘07 is thrilled to announce 
the arrival of her third child, Sophie Secombe. A 
baby sister for Archie and Camilla Secombe. Sophie 
was born 18 April 2022. 

Emma (Barbour) Street ‘06 and Simon Street 
welcomed their son Ted, on 2 August 2022. The 
family are very excited that Arabella will start at 
Hampshire House next year to begin her journey  
at Kambala.

MARRIAGES

Anastasia (Mihailidis) Del Rosso ‘09 married 
Matthew Del Rosso in Sydney on 8 October 2022. 
The wedding ceremony was held at St Catherine 
Greek Orthodox Church in Mascot, which was 
followed by a reception at Bennelong Lawn in  
the Royal Botanic Garden Sydney. Matt and 
Anastasia currently live in Singapore. 

>>

NOTICES

01

02
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01/ Archie Secombe with baby 
sister Sophie

02/ Camilla Secombe with baby 
sister Sophie

03/ Emma (Barbour) Street ‘06  
with Arabella and Ted

04/ Anastasia (Mihailidis) Del Rosso 
‘09 and Matthew Del Rosso on 
their wedding day

04
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<<
Congratulations to Sarah (Stranger) Brand ‘09 
who married Edward Brand on 11 March 2022. 
The ceremony was held in Sarah’s hometown of 
Canowindra, NSW at All Saints Anglican Church. 
This was followed by a beautiful reception on her 
parents farm, in the gorgeous olive grove established 
by Sarah’s mother Anna (Kendall) Stranger ‘80. 

Sarah’s sister, Lucy (Stranger) Bowman ‘10, Eleanor 
Swanson ‘09 and Georgie (Carter) Burke ‘09 were in 
the bridal party. 

Other Kambala Old Girl wedding guests included 
Giulia Weiderman ‘09, Jess Harvey ‘09, Charlotte 
Paton ‘09, Grace (Keeping) Siwinski ‘09, Anna Cox 
‘10, Belle (Armstrong) Gooden ‘10, Eloise (Haire) 
Harris ‘10, Lucy Yaffa ‘10, Tracey Yaffa ‘79, Cath 
McKinnon, Mandy (Shepherd) Ronald ‘80, Linda 
(Virag) Oldfield ‘80, Patria (Harris) Mann ‘80, Gaynor 
(Kendall) Pinn ‘85, Anna (Kendall) Stranger ‘80 and 
Muffie (Sawyer) Rowland-Smith ‘54.

01/ Sarah (Stranger) Brand ‘09  
and Edward Brand on their 
wedding day

02/ Sarah with her bridesmaids

03/ Sarah and Edward with their 
bridal party

01

02
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VALETE

ROSEMARY GAY (BISHOPS)  
BROWNE ‘51

(1933–2022)

Rosemary, known as Gay, was born 14 December 
1933 and passed away on 11 November 2022,  
aged 88 years.

Gay was a proud Kambala Old Girl and graduated  
in the Class of 1951. She had three children, two  
of which survived her and three grandchildren.

After leaving Kambala, Gay trained at Sydney 
Kindergarten Union College in Waverley, NSW.

She worked in England in the early 1960s and when 
she returned to Australia, Gay worked as a sales 
representative for a cosmetic company. After raising 
her children, Gay subsequently worked during the 
1980s and 1990s as the marketing manager for a 
publishing house until her retirement.

Gay was always interested in musical theatre,  
both with her second husband and later as part of 
an entertainment group on the Central Coast, an 
area she loved and to which she ultimately retired. 
She enjoyed producing shows and providing 
entertainment at nursing homes and spent the last 
four years of her life living in one at North Turramurra.

Words kindly provided by her friend Beverly (Phillips) 
Cockburn ‘51.

ELIZABETH ANGELA (GRIFFIN)  
ISLES ‘53 
(1935–2022)

Elizabeth was born 14 October 1935 and passed 
away on 9 June 2022, aged 86 years.

Elizabeth was a loving mother to Andrew, James, 
and Jonathon Isles. Loving grandmother to 
Angus, Elliot and William Isles and loving great-
grandmother to Albert Isles.
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GILLIAN (KIRKLAND) LORD ‘49

(1932–2022)

Gillian attended Kambala along with her younger 
sisters Janet Cullen and Margaret Doyle (deceased).

Gillian attained a BA from The University of 
Sydney and worked as a research assistant in the 
Economics department, before travelling to the 
United Kingdom for a working holiday. In 1957  
she married and moved to Hobart, Tasmania.

Her passion for politics, economics, ornithology  
and a wide range of other interests continued 
throughout her life. She was a member of many  
think tanks and attended meetings and conferences 
even in her later years. She was a tireless volunteer 
for the Liberal Party of Australia (Tasmanian Division), 
involved in every aspect of elections from pre-
selecting candidates through to scrutineering on 
polling night. She had several research papers on 
voting patterns published.

Gillian, along with her second husband Bruce, 
was also a volunteer for the then Bird Observers’ 
Association of Tasmania. Gillian had articles on 
ornithology and a bibliography of Tasmanian  
birds published. 

Gillian is survived by her husband of 51 years,  
Bruce Lord, her two daughters from her first 
marriage (Tamsin and Claudia), their son Murray 
Lord, and her five grandchildren.

NOELA (UTZ) LIPMAN
(1929–2022)

Noela passed away on 30 June 2022 aged 93 years. 

Noela was the mother of Janet (Lipman) Robilliard 
‘72 and Louise Lipman ‘78 and while she didn’t 
go to Kambala herself, she did attend the Shirley 
school from the age of 5 until it closed in 1936, at 
which time Kambala bought the school shares. 

After Shirley closed down, Noela went on to  
St Catherine’s School due to its closer proximity 
to her home in Centennial Park. After school, she 
studied Pharmacy at The University of Sydney 
before marrying Peter Lipman in 1951 and 
having three children. After moving to Rose Bay 
in 1969, Noela chose to send her two daughters 
Janet and Louise to Kambala, where they stayed 
until completing their respective Higher School 
Certificates. Noela then became an enthusiastic 
member of the Ladies Auxiliary and the Parents 
and Friends Association and even co-embroidered 
a large tapestry of the School crest, which was 
donated to the School. Noela was busy with all of 
this while helping to run their pharmacy in Plumer 
Road. Noela’s school reports from Shirley indicate 
that even back then, she was deemed a good 
student with a love of learning and she maintained 
these qualities throughout her life. Noela loved 
keeping in touch with her many friends from her 
own school days (including a couple from her days 
at Shirley), as well as friends made throughout the 
rest of her life.

Noela will be deeply missed by Janet, Louise, David 
and her grandchildren.
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JANICE (BURCHALL) MAHONY ‘51  
DUX OF THE SCHOOL

(1934–2021)

Janice spent nearly all of her schooling at Kambala, 
always proud of her lifelong Kambala friendships 
which formed the foundation for her academic and 
sporting achievements at school, university and 
later her charity and volunteer work.

As Dux of Kambala, Janice was awarded a 
Commonwealth Scholarship to The University of 
Sydney, where she continued to excel, was editor 
of Honi Soit, actively involved in the Womens’ 
Union and where she met her husband of 58 years,  
Dr Grahame Mahony.

At The University of Sydney she became an 
accomplished rower, netballer, basketballer and 
debater with two University Blues, and worked as a 
publicist for The Smith Family and journalist for the 
Sydney Morning Herald. 

Whilst raising her three children, Craig, Robin 
(Kambala ‘81) and Tim (Kambala Massie House ‘72) 
Janice was actively involved with The Children’s 
Medical Research Institute, Fiji Crippled Children 
Society, St Vincent’s Private Hospital Sydney,  
as well as roles as both President of Kambala 
Ladies’ Auxillary and The Scots College Parents 
and Friends Association, also managing a wedding 
reception venue and studying farm management. 
More recently, she supported both the Cooper  
Rice-Brading Foundation and Stand Tall Australia. 

With all this, Janice is best remembered by her 
immediate and extended family as their leader, 
always acting with grace, kindness and generosity.

She maintained her Kambala friendships, many 
spanning over 80 years. She was always proud of 
the opportunities Kambala gave her and remains an 
inspiration to us all.

Dearly missed by her family and loyal lifelong friends, 
yet always cherished in their hearts. She now lies in 
peace with Grahame at St Peter’s Anglican Church 
Columbarium, Watsons Bay. 

Together forever. Bye for now… 

Craig, Robin and Tim Mahony.

Below, a wonderful poem presented to Janice by  
the staff of The Smith Family, where she worked from 
13 July 1959 to 28 October 1960. 
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ROSEMARY (WOLFE) NETTLETON ‘60 
(1942–2021)

Rosemary passed away on 25 November 2021 at 
Lithgow Hospital after a short illness. 

She was born in Sydney in 1942 and spent most 
of her early years living not far from Kambala in 
Olphert Avenue, Vaucluse.

Rosemary attended Kambala for the duration of her 
education, from infants in Massie House to leaving 
in 1960, and was a very proud Roseby girl with a 
deep love of sport and swimming. 

Known to many of her fellow classmates as ‘Wolfie, 
the naughtiest girl in the school,’ whilst never 
disrespectful, Rosemary relished her role as class 
clown and often drove her teachers to despair, with 
her many non-school related conversations with 
friends during class time.

In a desperate attempt to have her ‘behave,’ her 
parents removed her from Kambala and sent her to 
Ascham School. This lasted all of two to three days 
before ‘Wolfie’ took it upon herself to leave class, 
board the 324 bus and alight at Kambala, where 
unbeknownst to her parents, she desperately and 
tearfully begged Miss Hawthorne to allow her to 
return – which she did (thanks to Miss Hawthorne 
and her parents). 

Rosemary held a very deep affection for Fifi 
Hawthorne, her teachers and Kambala. She was an 
active Old Girl who remained in contact with many 
classmates throughout her life, including with her 
lifelong close friends Robyn (Bentley) McPherson 
and Irene (Parker-Wood) Platt (who is godmother  
to Rosemary’s daughter Samantha). 

Rosemary hugely enjoyed attending School 
reunions and various functions over the years.

Later in life, Rosemary and her husband David 
moved to Wentworth Falls and then onto a small 
farm in Hartley where Rosemary could indulge 
her love of animals, particularly the breeding 
and showing of Shetland/Miniature ponies. They 
enjoyed much success with their beloved ponies, 
taking champion at the Sydney Royal Easter Show 
and the title of both NSW and Australian Miniature 
Pony of the Year Awards with both of their stallions.

The inimitable Rosemary will be remembered as 
a warm and generous woman, who enriched the 
lives of so many around her. Mother to Ben and 
Samantha (Galanos) Watson ‘84 and grandmother 
to four grandsons. She is deeply missed by her 
family and many friends.
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PAMELA ANN (McCATHIE) NOCK ‘51 

(1932–2022)

Pamela was born 24 September 1932 and passed 
away peacefully at home with her family on 17 
October 2022, aged 90 years. 

Loving wife of 67 years to Graham. 

Loving mother to Michael, Richard, Janie (Nock) 
Bruce ‘77 and Andrew. 

Loving grandmother to Camille and Lucy Nock,  
and Alex, Tommie and Sophie Bruce ‘22. 

Loving sister to Sue (McCathie) Kelly ‘54. 

Loving Aunt to James Kelly, Julie (Kelly) Reid ‘77, 
Donna (Kelly) Kelly-Smith ‘78 and Pam (Kelly)  
Koster ‘82.

JENNIFER ANN (WALKER)  
STUART ‘51

(1934–2021)

Jennifer was born in Kew, Victoria on April 5, 1934  
to Leila and St John Walker. Jenny spent her 
school life at Kambala, lived in Vaucluse, and 
went on to complete a Bachelor of Arts degree at 
The University of Sydney. After graduation, Jenny 
attended teachers college and taught English and 
History. After university, Jenny went by ship to 
London, to travel and work in Europe for two years. 
Jenny and friends bought a London taxi and toured 
around Europe and North Africa.

On her return to Australia, Jenny married Barrie 
Stuart and they had three children Cathryn, Andrew 
and Fiona and lived in St Ives. Jenny had a rich and 
full life with family and travel.

Jenny passed away peacefully on 12 September 
2021, aged 87 years. 

Dearly loved wife of Barrie. Much loved mother and 
mother-in-law of Cathryn and Andrew, Andrew and 
Victoria, Fiona and Rod. Adored grandmother of 
Angie, Bec, Mitchell and Gabi.
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JOAN (LAMBELL) RICHARDS ‘43

(1926–2021)

Joan was born in Sydney in 1926 and spent most 
of her early years living not far from Kambala in 
O’Sullivan Road, Bellevue Hill. During the war, 
her family moved to a country property near 
Gulargambone some 90 miles north of Dubbo.  
In the early 1950s, she travelled with her family on  
the grand European tour spending time in Britain and 
on the continent. On returning to England, her father 
called out “Look at that stupid idiot driving on the 
wrong side”... of course he was the one on the wrong 
side and this became a funny life-long family parody.

Joan and her husband met at Moose Lodge Estate,  
New Zealand which was owned at that time  
by a mutual friend, who later became a godfather  
to some of their children. The family enjoyed  
a wonderful life in Rotorua, New Zealand with  
Joan and her husband leading active social lives.  
Joan’s husband was a member of the Rotorua 
Racing Club committee, so Joan and her family 
attended horse racing events throughout most  
of the North Island and on several occasions went 
to Randwick in Sydney. Joan was heavily involved  
in the Arikikapakapa Golf Club and later the  
bridge club. Long summer days were often spent  
at the beach at Mount Maunganui less than an 
hour’s drive from Rotorua.

In 1965, Joan and her family went on their first 
family tour to Australia, spending time in both 
Sydney and Gulargambone. The following year  
her family toured the beautiful South Island of 
New Zealand, now made famous from The Lord 
of the Rings movies. All three of Joan’s children 

went to boarding school in Auckland for their high 
school education. Joan was very keen on academic 
learning, having achieved Honours herself at 
Kambala in the Class of ‘43.

When one of Joan’s daughter’s completed their 
studies with a PhD from Loughborough University 
in the UK, Joan went across to England for a holiday 
during the final part of their studies, which is a fond 
memory of her for them. Joan’s younger daughter 
was also living in England at that time and they all 
travelled to Santorini in the Greek islands, as well 
as taking a memorable road trip throughout the 
Scottish Highlands together.

Joan continued playing bridge until well into her 
90s and often said “you will never be lonely in old 
age if you play bridge” and how right she was.

Joan passed away in January 2021, mother to  
three, grandmother to four, and great-grandmother 
to four.

A great life lived well!

Words kindly written and submitted by Joan 
Lambell’s daughter Llewellyn Richards.
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